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it was only owing to some special conditions, such as wars in
other countries, that he flourished.

Incidentally it may be noted that agricultural prices, which
had risen in the sixteenth century, were still going up in the
seventeenth, this being caused in part by the ever-increasing
demands and in part by the influx through Spain of American
gold and silver; and there were intermittent rises and falls in
the later centuries. Indeed, there has been right through
Europe up to the present a constant vacillation of food prices,
arising from variations in production and consumption from
manipulation of or changes in the value of money, and from
the actions of dealers and merchants. Moreover, it is unlikely
that the peasant, through his lack of bargaining power, ever
got the market price, whatever it was.

It was into this marketing chaos that the co-operative system
intervened in the nineteenth century, to create within its limits
a certain amount of order. This important movement is dealt
with at length in the next section.

There is one point referred to incidentally elsewhere that
should be mentioned before leaving this special question of
commercialism. Interlocked with the commerce came the
development of the business life of the great cities and the
industrial areas. Thus arose a demand for workers, both men
and women, in the mines, the mills, and the factories: with this
came a demand from the newly enriched classes for household
servants. The peasantry, well able to provide both these needs,
thus secured a channel of escape, if the life of the country-side
became too hard or too dull.

3.    CERTAIN NATIONAL STORIES

(a) England.

The condition of the English peasantry at the end of the
Tudor period, graded downwards from the flourishing 'yeoman'
to 'sturdy beggars', has already been described, and the story
can be taken up from that point.

Apart from the Puritan policy already referred to of taking
the pleasure out of life by the abolition of the holidays on saints'